


Initiative Anchor Countries

CGIAR, with over four decades of agricultural research in the countries, is uniquely
positioned to build on local development priorities and existing solid partnerships
that will bear fruit and demonstrate impact pathways for the region. The develop-
ment challenges of CWANA span from stable to fragile situations, each with varying
levels of vulnerability. The Initiative has five planned regional anchor countries —
Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Uzbekistan — representing different regional needs and
a range of social contexts. For Sudan, a country in transition, we will apply the
Integrated Agri-food System Initiative (IASI) methodology developed elsewhere.
Turkey and Syria, both member countries of the CGIAR, will participate in this
Initiative with their own funding.

A Platform for Linkages

The CWANA Regional Office will provide a hub for engagement and knowl-
edge-sharing between One CGIAR Initiatives in the region with F2R-CWANA
at its nexus. This office will help foster essential linkages with partners in the
region and between the CGIAR Initiatives that seek to secure nature-posi-
tive solutions, more agronomically secure practices, big data, tools, and
genetic gains.

More information about CGIAR new Investment Prospectus with the
proposed Initiatives in CWANA countries and other regions is at https://ww-
w.cgiar.org/cgiar-portfolio While ensuring inter-initiative coherence, this
important platform ensures CGIAR is attuned to and responsive to demands
from the region.
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Next Steps
A recently held Regional CGIAR CWANA Consultation meeting provided an
opportunity to engage with government and National Agriculture Research
and Extension Services (NARES) partners and discuss the One CGIAR refor-
mulation and the proposed components of F2R-CWANA. Further consulta-
tions with various partners, including funders and other CGIAR initiatives,
will continue to inform the design and implementation of F2R-CWANA to
ensure it is fit for purpose for CWANA now and in the future.

Contact:
Lead: Michael Baum - Research Team Leader - ICARDA at m.baum@cgiar.org
Co-lead: Maha Al-Zubi - Researcher - Agricultural Water Solutions - IWMI at

m.al-zubi@cgiar.org




